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Congressman Simmons Visits RGH
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On May 3 at Rockville Gent:ral Hospital,
U.S. RepresentativeRob Simmons(R-2"d
District) presented ECHN with a $.300.000
federal grant for the hospital's inpiltient and
outpatient f<tcilltyupgrade, The funds will
make possible: a state-of-the-art cardio-
pulmonary monitoring sy.s~.r;nin the new
RGH Emergency Department. Thi$ system
will allow physicians and staff to monitor
patients with the latest technology available.

"Although it Wa:>a.difficultbudget year
in Washington. Congressman Simmons was
vtry interested in supporting our requt:st
for funds:' said Marc H. Lory, ECHN Presi.
dent and CEO, in his wdeoming remarks..
"He and his staff coordinated support
among the oilia members of the Connecti-
cut delegal:ion - Senators Christopher
Dodd <UldJoseph Lieberman and Repre-
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s~ntativesJohn Lar:\Ol1(D-i'l District) ana
RosaDelauro (D.3'd District). who wereOUr
advocates before the Appropriations Com-
mIttee.

The grant was apportioned from fund:i
from th~ u.s. Departmenr of Health and
Human Service-s,whicl1 had beeI1 designated
to assist hospital projeet:i in areas thOl.tthe
federal government id~ntifiedas being
medically underserv~d, It is a gram that
roomyof the hospitals in Connecticut COm-
pete for. ECHN is honor.:d to be: one of the
hospitals to receive funds.

"Congrc::ssman Simmons has demon-
strated a unique understanding of health
care issut:s and iUlappreciation for the health
car~ needs of his constituenu;' said Mr, lory.
"He recognizes the importance:: of the hospi-
tals in his district, not only to the quality of
health in their communities, bur also liSan

irnportlll'lt economic force:' ,

Whim Congressman Simmons
addressl:d the group, his word:;affirmed Mr.
Lory'.sa$Sessmentof Simmon:i'understand-
ing of heillthcare."Tohdp peoplesustain
their good health and to help them when
thq have failinghealth is more than just a
job - it's a calling - I resp~ct that. and
thank you all for answering the call:>said
Simmons. He said he also understOod how

huge an undertaking the RGH project Wil5.
fie learned thl: complexity of such collStruc-
tion whil~ growing up and wiltching his

father, who was an architect ofhospitills in
, New York City."In every c..s~. when you

design a hospital in NewYork,you are
dealingwith prt:-existingfacilities:' said
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Simmons. "'!hl:re i:i nothing more difficult
than to modernize a hospital working with
a pre-existing facility. It takes tremendous
teamwork and coordination from every-
body involved, indudi11g your patients. It's
not easy, and for that 1al:-oocommend you
on this project:'

Simmons mentioned the importance
of the project in relationship to the increase
in hospital visita.tiorui in the community
over the past decade. "As I recall, the num-
ben; were 15,000-16,000 visits a year in the
late 90s and they are now up to 20,000 visits,
with a projection of 25,000-26,000 visits a
year in the future;' said Simmom. "The
demand for health care, the:growing popu-
lation, a.nd the increasing requests for ser-
vices are all something we have to plan for.
With that spirit in mind, I was mort than
happy to respond to Marc's reQuest for
assistance."

Simmons ourlined his plan of support
for appropri3.t~ng more funds for the pro-
ject by saying, "What we'll do is get a little
bit in 2004. Then we'll get some more in
2005. And once \o{e'rehalfway there, we'll
really tWist the arm of Congress and say.'If
you don't fini:ih this project, all of the
inve)1me:nt will be in vain: That's when we'll
~eal the deal i.r12006 or 2007."

Ellen Marmer, M.D., Mayor of Vernon
and member of the ECHN Medical Staff.

was invitc:d to say a few words on behalf of
the town of Vernon. She expla.ined how
RGH's project was one part of the upgrade
that community residents could expect to
See for Rockville. "Not only are we going to
have the new expansion, but pretty soon
we're going to have a walkway to a $6 mil-
lion inttrmodal project - aparking garage
[located to the ea.$tof the hospital]," pre-
dicted Mayor Marme:r. Her sentiments then
quickly turned back to RGH and her per-
sonal attachml':nt to the hospital."A hospital
is more than its bricks and mortar:' said

Marmer. "It's th~ peoplE: who are dedicated
to serve it and to make it the best thiLtit can

be. The one thing I personallyn~~r wantto
See go from this hospital is the old mansion
entrance. It is special; it is unique. For those
of us who have been in practice in this town
for many' years - my husband and I haVt:
practiced for more than 35years- it'san

entrance that has a lor of special meaning
Mayor Marmer thanked Congressman Rc
Simmons for the federal government's
financial support to the town and light-
heartedly said that "We look forward to
asking you for more and morc:'

Other attendees included Town

AdminiStrator Larry Shaffer and several
members of the Town Council and Admir.

imatlve Offices, Hap Fitts (Chairman of r]
ECl-IN Board of TruStees) , other ECHN

Board members, and a geod number of
RGH medical and administrative staff.

The event ended with the presentatior
of the grant and a little banter. "The good
news is that the check isn't in the mail - It

right here!" said Simmons when he:pre-
sented the oversized whitl:board check to

Marc Lory, with Mayor Marmer at hi.s side.
"And Bill McGurk (ECHN Trustee and
President & CEO of Rockville Bank) i$ hen
to cash it,»quipped Marmer.


